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The Center for Civic Engagement (CCE) is the nexus for 

community-based initiatives and civically-engaged learning at 

Salem State University. Established as part of the University’s 

Strategic Plan to promote civic engagement, social justice, and 

connection to place, the CCE is responsible for developing and 

supporting programs that connect SSU students, faculty, staff, 

and alumni to the greater community. 

Through reciprocal collaborations designed to address public 

issues and enhance academic learning, the Center promotes the 

importance of community involvement and the privileges and 

responsibilities inherent in civic participation. To accomplish this, 

the Center focuses on four main areas, the result of which can be 

seen through micro- and macro-level social change.
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Advocacy Day: For People Who Want to Take Action
Advocacy Day includes guest speakers and workshops for students who are 
interested in learning about social justice issues and gaining activist skills. 
Social justice issues addressed in previous years have included: immigration, 
voting rights, women’s rights, economic and housing justice, racial justice, 
and LGBTQ rights, among others.

Advocacy Education 
CCE curricular and co-curricular programming around advocacy and social  
justice include: 

•	 Advocacy in the Classroom Workshops that help students: 

o Identify social justice issues they are passionate about

o Recognize personal strengths and how to apply them to 
advocate for change

o Discover how to become engaged in the community

o Identify elected officials and learn how to effectively utilize  
them in the advocacy process

•	 Talks and Panels by local representatives to educate students on  
advocacy issues 

o For example, in 2018 Representative Lori Ehrlich talked with  
students about S.736, her bill to end sexual assault on campus

•	 Support for and participation in Educational Teach-ins that address 
social justice issues, like the SSU Teach-In for the Cherish Act and 
public higher education funding

Just-in-time Advocacy
Just-in-time Advocacy responds to issues that arise on campus, in the 
community or the world through advocacy education and outreach, like 
postcard parties or guest speakers.  
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Moving Forward Giving Back: First Year Day of Service (MFGB)
This is a collaborative initiative between the Center for Civic Engagement and 

First-Year Experience Office. The main goals are to promote civic engagement and 

social justice and to create an opportunity for new students to feel connected to 

their campus and surrounding communities. Participation in MFGB has resulted 

in increases in retention, GPA’s and overall satisfaction with Salem State as well 

as stronger peer connections and a greater desire to get involved in on- and off-

campus organizations. 

Civic Engagement Hall of Fame
The Civic Engagement Hall of Fame is an annual program sponsored by the  

president and the Center for Civic Engagement and recognizes individuals for their 

efforts in addressing social and environmental challenges facing communities. 

Inductees possess sustained commitment and passion for improving, assisting and 

helping organizations in need through their civic engagement efforts. Nomination 

categories include undergraduate student, graduate student, faculty, staff/

administrator and alumni.

Community Partnerships
The Center actively works to create and sustain community partnerships with 

organizations across the North Shore through events and initiatives like semesterly 

community partner breakfasts, networking socials, community collaboration events 

and the Center’s Community Partner Advisory Board.

Community-Based Research
As part of professional development opportunities for faculty, the Center holds 

Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR) workshops in collaboration with 

the Center for Research and Creative Activity where faculty learn best practices 

for CBPR, hear from CBPR researchers, and meet with community partners who 

are interested in working on CPBR projects. The CCE and Center for Research and 

Creative Activities also provide Community-Based Participatory Research grants for 

faculty interested in engaging in this work.

Community Service Projects
The Center supports community service initiatives like: students volunteering at 

Citizen’s Inn, Salem YMCA Greenspace and Lifebridge and participation in the North 

Shore CDC toy drive, Let’s Move Salem campus event, Earth Day cleanup, and the 

Walk for HAWC, among others. 
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Critically-Engaged Civic Learning (CECL)
Critically-engaged civic learning is an approach to civic engagement work that uses 

a stakeholder cloverleaf in which constituents from all four stakeholder groups 

(community members, community organizations, students, and educational 

institutions) equitably co-design, implement, and evaluate CECL initiatives. This 

approach places the needs of students on an equitable power axis alongside the 

needs of all other invested stakeholders. The Center co-created the CECL framework 

as a replacement for traditional service-learning and is the lens for the Center’s 

professional development opportunities.  

CECL Inventory for Social Change (CECL-ISC)
In addition to the CECL framework, the Center also co-created a correlating 

assessment tool: The Critically-Engaged Civic Learning Inventory for Social Change 

(CECL-ISC).  CECL-ISC is designed to measure incremental and holistic change 

among stakeholders and in their communities.  This instrument is unique in that it 

measures both student learning and the impact of CECL work in the community. 

Civic Engagement Minor
This new minor is 15 credits and includes the following required courses: 

Introduction to Civic Engagement and Directed Field Experience in Civic 

Engagement or Directed Study in Civic Engagement. This minor also provides 

students the flexibility to choose three courses from the following areas: Politics/

Policy, Communication & Advocacy Skills and Social Justice/Social Change, which 

include courses provided by departments across the university. 

Salem State Civic Fellowship
This unique fellowship provides students with the opportunity to explore their 

strengths, values and passions in order to begin forming their civic identity and 

individual role in working towards social change. The fellows meet twice a month 

for meetings, service projects, advocacy opportunities, leadership training and a 

chance to build a sense of community amongst the cohort.
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Your Voice, Your Vote 
Each year the CCE provides active voter registration in classes and residence halls and two months 

of intensive educational election programing leading up to the election. For Election 2018, the CCE 

provided over 15 programs, registered roughly 900 voters, and saw 600 students vote on campus. 

Salem State also served as an early voting site in the 2018 election. This work helps students 

understand and recognize the impact they can make with their voting choices, at both local and 

national levels. Past election programming has included: 

•	 Pizza and Politics: Forums on campaign topics 

•	 Debate Watch Parties

•	 Ballot question panels with experts on issues

•	 Fake News Workshops

•	 Candidate debates

•	 Civic Art

•	 Mock Elections

•	 Get out the Vote parties for early voting and Election Day 
 

Frederick E. Berry Institute of Politics and Civic Engagement 
The Frederick E. Berry Institute of Politics and Civic Engagement was created in 2019 and aims 

to engage and inspire a diverse community of learners to pursue careers in political and public 

service.  It will also convene public and private sector leaders to discuss and move forward issues of 

significance to Massachusetts. 
 

National Recognition   
Salem State has received several national awards in recognition of the political engagement efforts 

the Center has helped to sustain on campus. In 2017, SSU received the ALL IN Challenge silver seal 

for achieving a 65.2% student voter rate in the 2016 presidential election. In 2019, SSU received the 

ALL IN Challenge gold seal for achieving a 46.8% student voter rate, which was an 86% increase from 

the 2014 midterm election. Salem State was also named to Washington Monthly’s 2018 America’s 

Best Colleges For Student Voting. 
 

Democratic Forums
In addition to election programming, the Center frequently sponsors or co-sponsors events  

on campus and in the community that address current democracy issues. A few of these events have 

included Constitution Day, Commemoration of the 19th Amendment, First Amendment Forum, and 

The Constitution, Immigration and the End of DACA, among others. Local elected officials are also 

invited as guest speakers at these events
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Cynthia Lynch, Director
Kate Adams, Assistant Director

352 Lafayette St.
Meier Hall, Room 316
Salem, MA 01970

Phone: 978.542.2545
Fax: 978.542.6753

Visit us online at
salemstate.edu/civicengagement

Public CCE resources available at
salemstate.edu/cce-canvas

Track your engagement at
ssu.givepulse.com 

Connect with us!
@SalemStateCCE

THE CENTER FOR CIVIC ENGAGEMENT (CCE)






