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The Center for Civic Engagement promotes and supports all of Salem State 

University’s civic engagement initiatives, which encompasses civic learning 

and civic learning with engagement.
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CiviC Learning
“Civic Learning means acquisition 
of the knowledge, the intellectual 
skills and the applied competencies 
that citizens need for informed 
and effective participation in civic 
and democratic life; it also means 
acquiring an understanding of 
the social values that underlie 
democratic structures and practices” 
(Massachusetts’s Board of Higher 
Education Policy on Civic Learning, 
May 2014, 2-3).

Civic Learning at Salem State guides 
students to become knowledgeable 
and active citizens engaged in 
democratic processes to help them 
understand their role as global 
citizens. It is a broad term that 
includes topics such as dialogue and 

reflection of social justice and equality 
issues, knowledge and appreciation 
of diverse perspectives, critical 
understanding of the U.S. and its  
position in the world, and perceptions  
of self as an ethical and socially 
responsible citizen of the world. 

CiviC Learning with 
engagement 
Civic learning with engagement 
encompasses actions designed to 
strengthen the greater community 
by identifying and addressing issues 
of public interest. Civic learning with 
engagement has been exemplified at 
Salem State through the University’s 
strong service-learning program, 
community service and volunteer 
initiatives, action research, and activism. we Look forward to Seeing You

Salem State students building homes 

for habitat for humanity.
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SignatUre ProgramS anD affiLiationS

•	 Civic Engagement Celebration of Service

•		 Civic Engagement Hall of Fame

•		 Service-Learning

•	 American Democracy Project (ADP)

•	 Massachusetts Campus Compact (MACC)

For the past two years, Salem State University has been named to the President’s 
Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll, the highest federal recognition 
an institution can receive for its commitment to community, service learning and 
civic engagement.

SALEM StAtE UnIvERSIty CIvIC EngAgEMEnt 2013/2014 

429,510 Hours
Community service engaged by students

260

2,714
Students engaged

Courses
integrated community service with academic content 

80+
Community partners covering more than
16 communities impacted by Salem State students

in community service

faCtS anD figUreS

At Salem State, every academic college and school incorporates civic engagement into 
course curricula as a demonstrated commitment to our students and communities.  
 
the culture of community service at Salem State encompasses programming and 
support from many areas of the university including:

• Alumni Association

•  Athletics and Recreation 

•  Career Services

• Center for Creative and Performing Arts

• Center for Diversity and Cultural Enrichment

•	 Center for teaching Innovation

•  Commonwealth Honors

•	 First year Experience

•	 Human Resources

•	 Residential Life

•	 Salem State Athletics and Recreation

•	 Student groups and Organizations

weLCome to the Center for CiviC engagement

the Center for Civic Engagement (CCE) serves as the nexus for community-based 
initiatives and civically engaged learning at Salem State University to promote 
civic engagement, social justice and connection to place. the CCE is responsible 
for creating, managing and promoting programs that connect our students, faculty, 
staff, and alumni to the greater community. through reciprocal collaborations 
designed to address public issues and enhance academic learning, the CCE is 
preparing students to understand the importance of community involvement and 
to be well versed in the privileges and responsibilities inherent in citizenship.

“the voter registration Drive helped me 
understand how important it is for a community 
to come together and promote change using their 
‘voice’ through their vote in order to change what 
they don’t think is working in their community.” 

—american Politics Student

Salem State students participating 

in a Day of Service gardening project. PROOF




